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THE CHALLENGE: TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS WITH SCIENCE 

 

THE OPPORTUNITY: TO LAUNCH SCIENCE GALLERY MELBOURNE WITHIN MELBOURNE’S 

INNOVATION PRECINCT 



The brain’s conceptual map. Image: James Gao and Alex Huth 



 

SCIENCE 
BIOLOGY 

PHYSICS 

CHEMISTRY 

TECHNOLOGY 

ENGINEERING 

MATHS 

[…] 

 
ART 

VISUAL ART 

MEDIA ART 

FILM 

PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC 

DESIGN 

ARCHITECTURE 

[…] 

 

WELCOME TO SCIENCE GALLERY 



WELCOME TO SCIENCE GALLERY  

“The edge effect is where those of varied backgrounds come together in a 

zone of transition; a region of less structure, more diversity and more 

possibility... a place of transformation and movement’ — Yo Yo Ma 



NEW IDEAS 

CREATIVITY 

RESEARCH 

INNOVATION 

OBSERVATION 

COLLABORATION 

EXPERIMENTATION 

SPECULATION 

PHILOSOPHY 

CRITICALITY 

DISCOVERY 

DEBATE 

WELCOME TO SCIENCE 

GALLERY 

ART SCIENCE 

WELCOME TO SCIENCE GALLERY 

transdisciplinary // multidisciplinary // interdisciplinary // anti-disciplinary? 

 

 





OUR MISSION 

Our mission is to ignite 

creativity and discovery 

where science and art collide  



Worlds collide: 

We cross the worlds of public engagement with science, education, 

art/science, tech, hacking/making, design and startups.   

WHO IS DOING SIMILAR STUFF? 



CLOSED  

CURATION 

CREATED FOR 

YOUNG ADULTS 

FOCUS ON ONE 

DISCIPLINE EG 

SCIENCE OR ART 

OPEN CALL 

PROCESS 

CREATED  

FOR  

GENERAL 

AUDIENCES 

UNIVERSITY 

LINKED 

NO  

UNIVERSITY  

LINK 

SOCIAL & 

CONVERSATIONAL 

 

INDIVIDUAL & 

SILENT 

FOCUSED ON 

IDEAS 

FOCUSED ON 

OBJECTS 

EVER CHANGING 

PROGRAMME 

PERMANENT  

COLLECTION 

FOCUSED ON 

THE FUTURE 

FOCUSED 

ON THE 

PAST 

SCIENCE-RELATED FESTIVALS SCIENCE CENTRES MUSEUMS & GALLERIES SCIENCE GALLERY 

TRANS-DISCIPLINARY FREE 

ENTRY 

PAID ENTRY 

LABS & INCUBATORS 

WHAT MAKES SCIENCE GALLERY DIFFERENT? 



People 

A particle accelerator for people, where ideas meet 

Ideas 

WHAT DO WE DO? 



Connect Participate Surprise 

HOW DO WE DO IT? 



THE PEOPLE 



15yrs 25yrs 

We focus on engaging people aged 15-25.  
Why? Because they are considering alternative 

futures. And so we are. 
 

We call people engaging with our programmes 
participants 

WHO DO WE WORK WITH? 



Activists 

Adventurers 

Animators 

App Developers 

Architect 

Artist 

Athlete 

Author 

Biohacker 

Biologist 

Comedian 

Chef 

Composer 

Computer Scientist 

Crystal Supplier 

Designer 

Director 

Economist 

Engineer 

Entrepreneur 

Environmentalist 

Ethicist 

Fashion Designer 

Filmmaker 

Gallerist 

Game Designer 

Inventor 

Local Authority 

Magician 

Manufacturer 

Media Artist 

Medical Doctor 

Music Producer 

Musician 

Performance Artist 

 

Photographer 

Producer 

Product Designer 

Psychologist 

Scholar 

Scientist 

Sound Engineer 

Student 

Technician 

Surgeon 

Writer 

 

 

 

WHO DO WE WORK WITH? 

We call people who contribute to our programmes or  
work with us to create them Collaborators. 

 
Our Collaborators come from diverse backgrounds and experience levels. 



SCIENCE GALLERY MEDIATOR PROGRAMME 

MEDIATORS 



THE IDEAS 



60% 
Via Open Call 

81% 
1st time collaborators 

54% 
New projects 

HOW DO IDEAS COME TO US? 



THE IDEA FUNNEL 



THE IDEA FUNNEL How do we work 

with them? 



HOW DO WE DO IT? 

What kind of 

programmes do we 

create?  

 

What kinds of work 

are included in our 

programmes? 



WHAT DO KIND OF THEMES DO WE CREATE SEASONS AROUND? 



WHAT DO THESE PROJECTS LOOK LIKE? 



Kiss Culture by Maria Phelan from INFECTIOUS: STAY AWAY  

WHAT DO THESE PROJECTS LOOK LIKE? 





 

 
WELCOME TO SCIENCE GALLERY 



Over 2 million 

visitors  

5th most popular 

free visitor attraction  

in Ireland 

THE DUBLIN EXPERIENCE 

Multi-award-winning 

Irish print & 

broadcast coverage 

valued at over 

€40M 

Ireland’s leading 

cultural organisation 

on social media 

38% audience aged 

15-25 

WELCOME TO SCIENCE GALLERY 



GOING GLOBAL 



From venue to Network 
 
 

WELCOME TO SCIENCE GALLERY 



Building a Global Network of People and Ideas 



Why a Global Network? 

 

● Extended Communities 

● Deepened Impact 

● Efficiencies 

● Project Acceleration 

● Distributed learning 

THE GLOBAL SCIENCE GALLERY NETWORK 



The Global Network in numbers 

 

 

 

 

3M  
visitors engaging 

with the galleries 

on-site 

annually 

 

 

 

 

50M 
engaged via digital 

activity & media 

coverage 

 

 

 

 

 

1600+ 
workshops, 

talks & events 

per year  

 

 

 

 

20+ 
exhibitions touring 

the globe 

annually 

 

 

 

 

32 
exhibitions 

generated 

annually across 

the globe 

 

 

 

8 
galleries at leading 

universities and 

research 

institutions 

 

 

 

 

 

400+ 
thought leaders at 

the Annual 

Leonardo Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

400+ 
staff througout the 

Network 

 



Grafton Street 

O’Connell Bridge 

Pearse St 

Station 

 Science Gallery Dublin 
Opened 2008 





SCIENCE GALLERY AT KING’S COLLEGE LONDON 

 The Shard 
Tallest building the in the 

European Union 

London 

Bridge 

Station 

Tower Bridge 

London Bridge 

Borough 

Market 

News Int. HQ 

Guy’s & St.Thomas Hospital 
Location of King’s Health Partners, 

School of Medicine. Tallest hospital in 

the world. 

Science Gallery London connects the arts, science, 

health and innovation in the heart of the city 
Opening 2018 

The Gherkin 





BANG Science Gallery Bangalore 
Opening 2018 



SCIENCE GALLERY MELBOURNE 



The University of Melbourne 

Science Gallery Melbourne 
Opening 2018 











 

● 75%  of future jobs are expected to require 

STEM qualifications 

● STEM jobs have grown at 1.5 times the rate 

of non-STEM jobs  

● STEM qualified population has grown at 15 % 

compared to  26% cent non-STEM 

 
 

 

SOURCE: Office of the Chief Scientist, Australia’s STEM Workforce  

 

http://www.chiefscientist.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/Australias-STEM-Workforce_April-2016_web.pdf
http://www.chiefscientist.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/Australias-STEM-Workforce_April-2016_web.pdf


● 27 % of STEM graduates are female 

● 32% of Male STEM graduates reached an annual 

personal income in the highest bracket compared 

to 12% of Female STEM graduates 

● 6.6% of female year 12 students undertake 

advanced maths 























https://opencall.sciencegallery.com/blood 



Mike 
Shattuck 

Helen 
Pynor 

Body Is A Big Place by Peta Clancy & Helen Pynor from OSCILLATOR: EVERYTHING IN MOTION 





Questions? 


